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Special Committee Approved 
To Probe JFK, King Deaths 


By Mary Russel! 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

Formation of a special committee to 
investigate the killings of President 
Kennedy and Martin Luther King Jr. 
was approved yesterday by 'the House 
Rules Committee. 

In morning and afternoon sessions, 
the committee also sent to the House 
floor a controversial bill to provide 
$3.5 billion in loan guarantees for in- 
dustry to develop synthetic fuels, but 
blocked from floor vote a strip-mining 
control bill. 

The proposed 12-member investigat- 
ing committee, approved, 9 to 4, for 
floor action, would be empowered to 
look into the assassination of “any 
others the select committee shall de- 
termine,” but it is expected to concen- 
trate on President Kennedy, killed in 
Dallas in November, 1963, and on 
King, killed in Memphis in March, 
1968. 

House approval is still needed to set 
up the committee, but Rep. Thomas N. 
Downing (D-Va.), who has been push- 
ing for the investigation for a year, 
said 150 members back his proposal, 
making House approval almost cer- 
tain. 

Downing said it was a push by Con- 
gressional Black Caucus members, in- 
terested in reopening the King inves- 
tigation because of “new information” 
they say they have received, which 


1 


got the Rules Committee to clear the 
resolution. 

It had been languishing in the com- 
mittee since March. 

However, at the urging of the 
widow of the civil rights leader, Cor- 
etta King, and the Black Caucus, 
endorsed the proposal. Ben. Richard 
House Speaker Carl Albert fD-Okla.) 
Bolling (D-Mo.) said yesterday in the 
Rules Committee, “The speaker is 
strongly in support of it.” 

Because Congress is scheduled to 
adjourn by Oct. 2, the new committee 
is not expected to hold hearings this 
year, but Downing said the time re- 
maining would be used to litre staff 
and organize the investigation. 

The committee would have to be ap- 
proved again at the beginning of the 
year, that would probably be a for- 
next Congress, but, if approved this 
mality. 

The bill providing - $3.5 billion in 
loan guarantees in the next two fiscal 
years for synthetic fuels is a scaled- 
down version of one the house de- 
feated last December providing $6 bil- 
lion in loan guarantees, primarily for 
coal gasification and oil shale. 

The current bill would distribute 
more of the money to other forms of 
energy, such as solar, wind and geoth- 
ermal and provide a minimum of 20 
per cent of the funds lor urban waste 
projects. 

However, environmentalists and Re- 
publicans concerned about federal 


loan guarantees for industry still op- 
pose the bill, and wanted the Rules 
Committee to block it. 

01 in E. Teague (D-Tex.), chairman 
of the Science and Technology Com- 
mittee, which brought out the biU, 
threatened to tie up the House with 
quorum calls if Rules did not clear it 
for the floor. 

Bolling said he had grave doubts 
about the bill, but concluded that the 
“proponents have a right to deal with 
the matter on the floor.” ; 

Later, the Rules Committee voted 9 
to 6 to block a bill regulating the 
strip-mining of coaL ;; 

Blocking the strip-mining bill may 
make it more difficult to pass the syn- 
thetic fuel bill on the floor, because 
coal gasification plants are projected 
to use up to 10,000 tons of coal a day. "; 

Environmentalists say ' the lack :pf 
strip-mining control on coal resources 
in the West makes it even more im- 
perative to prevent initiation of coal 
gasification projects. 

Bolling warned the Rules Commit- 
tee that if the strip mining control bill 
was not reported it would “make it 
difficult” to support the synthetic 
fuels bill. 

Rep. John Melcher (D*Mont.), the 
chief proponent of strip-mining con- 
trols, said there was a chance the bill 
might be brought out under a suspen- 
sion of rules, which would make a 
two-thirds vote necessary to pass it. 



